
Pulaski County did not always have
the boundaries that we know today.
For that matter, neither did Phelps,
Maries, Laclede, or Camden.
Prior to statehood, the Missouri

Territory, which was created in 1812,

comprised only five counties and con-
tained the modern states of Missouri
and Arkansas. By 1819, the southern
border of the present state of Missouri
was drawn, which created the present
state of Arkansas. This 1819 boundary

setting also brought several other
Missouri counties into existence,
including a giant Franklin County,
which extended just southwest of St.
Louis to the western border. The area
of modern day Pulaski, Phelps, Miller,
Maries, Camden, Laclede, and most of
Texas was in Franklin County.
With the coming of statehood in 1821,

Franklin shriveled and the aforemen-
tioned counties were in a large area
attached to Gasconade County (Map
1). Gasconade was the administrative
body for this large area. County offi-

cials were responsible for assessing
and collecting taxes. The tax rate.....
By 1830, most of  the Ozarks below

the Gasconade River, including our
area, were in the two large counties of
Crawford and Wayne (Map 2).
With the formation of Pulaski

County in 1833, Greene (1833), Polk
(1835 ), Ripley (1833), and Taney
(1837), the large counties of
Crawford and Wayne diminished
dramatically.  
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Map 1: County boundaries shortly
after Missouri became a state in 1821.
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Map 2: Counties in 1830 are
printed in black. Current
counties are outlined and
printed in white.

    



As you can see by Map 3, the origi-
nal Pulaski County encompassed a
large area, too. It contained parts or
all of present day Camden, Laclede,
Wright, Texas, Phelps, and Maries.
This is the area we refer to as “Old
Pulaski”. Settlers sometimes
referred to “Ol’ Pulaski” but
whether they were referring to this
larger area or were using a term of
endearment is not clear.
In the two decades prior to the

Civil War, population gradually
increased as settlers from primarily
Virginia, the Carolinas, Tennessee,
and Kentucky pushed westward.
Pressure for  a more local govern-

ment spurred the contraction of the
larger Pulaski County.
Miller County was created in

1837. Four counties were created
out of the Old Pulaski territory:
Wright (1841), Camden (1841),
Texas (1845), and Laclede (1849).
This resulted in the configuration
of 1850 (Map 4).

With the formation of the counties
mentioned above, Pulaski’s area
was reduced by more than 50 per-
cent. The stage was set for the final
evolution to the present bound-
aries. Maries County was created in
1855, taking the northern tier of
Pulaski. Phelps County was char-

tered two years later, in 1857. This
removed a sizable area on the east-
ern boundary.

Final county boundaries were com-
pleted statewide in 1881  with a
slight movement of the line sepa-
rating Moniteau and Morgan coun-
ties, which are located northwest of
Miller County.

What’s in a Name?
Pulaski County-Organized January 19,
1833, from Crawford County and
named for Casimir Pulaski, Polish gen-
eral of the American Revolution.
Camden County-Organized January
29, 1841, from Benton, Morgan and
Pulaski counties and named for
Charles Pratt, Earl of Camden.
Originally named Kinderhook County

in honor of President Martin Van
Buren's New York home. The name
was changed to Camden on February
23, 1843.
Wright County-Organized January 29,
1841 from Pulaski county and named
for Silas Wright, a New York senator.
Texas County-Originally defined by
the legislature as Ashley County on
February 17, 1843, the name was
changed upon organization in 1845 to
Texas for the Republic of Texas.
Laclede County-Organized February
24, 1849, from Camden, Pulaski and
Wright counties and named for Pierre
Laclede Liguest, founder of St. Louis.
Maries County-Organized March 2,
1855, from Osage and Pulaski counties
and named for the Maries River.
Maries is probably a corruption of the
French "marias" meaning "marsh" or
"swamp." The Maries River, like the
upper reaches of the Osage River, was
once said to be called Le Marias de
Cygnes or "Marsh of Swans." 
Phelps County-Organized November
13, 1857 and named for John F. Phelps,
congressman and later governor of
Missouri.

Source: Missouri State Archives.
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Map 3: Pulaski County’s original
boundaries in 1840.

Map 4: Old Pulaski’s area was consid-
erably smaller by 1850 after the estab-
lishment of several adjacent counties.

Map 5: County boundaries
in our area in 1860.

Maps 2-5 from Map Guide to the U. S.
Federal Censuses 1790-1920 by
William Thorndale and William
Dollarhide. Used with permission.
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