
The construction of Fort

Leonard Wood and Route 66

provided miles of traffic conges-

tion and ample business oppor-

tunities in 1941. The thousands

of workers and incoming military

personnel created an economic

oasis in the Depression desert of

south-central Missouri. 

Philip Remi Lynch, known to

most as “P. R.,” came to Pulaski

County from northern Missouri

when construction began in Jan-

uary of 1941. He brought his

family south in March to the two-

lane stretch of Route 66 be-

tween the emerging camp and

Waynesville. The family con-

sisted of wife Leota and children

Tom, Vic, Al, and Annora. Their

first home was in a tent (above

left with Al (l) and Vic) alongside

the Mother Road. The WPA con-

structed the familyʼs first Pulaski

County “bathroom” (above, cen-

ter). 

When the 32,000 con-

struction workers con-

verged on southern

Pulaski, they over-

whelmed the available

accommodations. Any

structure with a roof

was sought for shelter

and sleeping space. P.

R. hauled a load of doors

to the roadside, cobbled to-

gether some rafters, and spread

a canvas roof. He had fashioned

the “Bunk House” (upper right).

It was located next to what is

now the First State Bank in St.

Robert.

It was a cold winter and a

muddy spring. P. R. burned a

rank of wood each night and

hauled water from Roubidoux

Spring. 

When the major

construction of Fort

Leonard Wood was

completed and the

construction force

trimmed, P. R. sold

the Bunk House fur-

niture. There was a

demand for beds,

dressers, and other furnishings

and the sale was the beginning

of Lynchʼs Furniture and Appli-

ance, located on Route 66

(below).

P. R. was also instrumental in

the founding of St. Robert, serv-

ing on the organizing committee,

as an alderman, and as mayor

for ten years.

The boys had P. R.ʼs interest

and talent for business, too. Al

went into the propane gas busi-

ness and later bus transporta-

tion. Tom and Vic expanded the

furniture business and grandson

Steve entered the home furnish-

ing business. The original com-

plex was razed for the

Waynesville I-44 overpass in

1960. 

Almost seven decades later,

there is still a Lynch Furniture

and Appliance store doing busi-

ness on Historic Route 66 in St.

Robert.

2010 Old Settlers Gazette - Page 58

Roadside Entrepreneur — P. R. Lynch
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  Unique rustic lodge featuring a two story spacious lobby with beautiful 

  Complimentary business center, Complimentary High Speed Internet

  Family Friendly

breakfast area

   100% non smoking

   Early Eats complimentary breakfast including Jimmy Dean bacon egg and 

Speed Internet

   Group Friendly

Premiere Conference Center

   Central location 

  Private Entrance and comfortable lobby

   Seating for up to 150 guests

   Training, meeting, reunions, socials, dinners, the possibilities are endless

Contact Janel Rowell 573.451.2500

   100% satisfaction guarantee 

   Hot on the House breakfast featuring a On the Run Breakfast bag

   Cloud Nine Bedding

Complimentary WIFI 

and High Speed Internet

   Business Traveler Friendly 

  Fully equipped kitchens

  Candlewood Cupboard

boardroom available

  Free Laundry and pet friendly

  Extended Stay

  Fully equipped kitchens

  Convenient Sundry available and limited continental breakfast

   Free Laundry and pet friendly

   Extended Stay

103 St Robert Blvd
St. Robert, MO 65584
Ph:   (573) 336-3553 
Fax: (573) 336-2939

103 St. Robert Plaza

St. Robert, MO 65584

Ph:   (573) 336-3355

Fax: (573) 336-3660

140 Carmel Valley Way

St. Robert, MO 65584

Ph:   (573) 451-2500

Fax: (573) 451-2501

227 St. Robert Blvd

St. Robert, MO 65584

Ph:   (573) 451-2700

Fax: (573) 451-2701

131 St. Robert Blvd

St. Robert, MO 65584

Ph:   (573) 336-8600

Fax: (573) 336-8606

FORTWOODHOTELS.COM

Our Mission: To Serve...Our guests,
our community and each other.



Security Bank
“The Quality Financial Center”

Security Bank is a proud sponsor

of many local community events

and activities.

THREE LOCATIONS TO CONVENIENTLY SERVE YOU.

110 Lynn Street

Waynesville, MO  65583

573 774-6417

601 Marshall Drive

St. Robert, MO  65584

573 336-4444

New Location

102 Carson Boulevard

St. Robert, MO  65584

573 451-2265

Visit us at our website  www.sbpc.com

OFFERING YOU ALL OF
YOUR LOAN NEEDS:

Mortgage Loans, including:
Fixed Rate Loans
Adjustable Rate Loans
VA Loans
Construction Loans
FHA Loans

Personal Loans
Auto Loans
Business Loans

DEPOSIT ACCOUNTS:
Free Checking
Interest Bearing Now Acct’s
with unlimited checkwriting

Senior Checking Accounts
Security Club
Kidz Club Accounts
Regular Savings Accounts
Money Market Accounts

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT

Safe, Sound and Secure


